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SUBJ: PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS 

1. AMBASSADOR PRESENTED CREDENTIALS TO PRESIDENT BONGO 
SATURDAY MORNING, AUGUST 9. IMPRESSIVE FORMAL CEREMONY 
WITH HONOR GUARD OFFERED STRIKING CONTRAST TO PRESIDENT S 
INFORMALITY DURING CHAT WHICH FOLLOWED HANDING OVER OF 
CREDENTIALS IN BRIEF EXCHANGE MARKED BY TOTAL ABSENCE 
OF SPEECHES ON EITHER SIDE. TONE OF MEETING WAS 
ENTIRELY CORDIAL THROUGHOUT. 

2. NEARLY HALF OF 35-MINUTE CONVERSATION WITH BONGO 
DEALT WITH NIGERIA (BEING REPORTED SEPTEL), WHEN PRESIDENT 
NOTED THAT LAGOS HAD BEEN AMBASSADOR'S PREVIOUS POST. 
BALANCE OF CONVERSATION CENTERED ON TWO SUBJECTS: 

(A) BONGO S ADVICE TO AMBASSADOR TO CALL ON HIM DIRECTLY 
FOR INFORMATION RATHER THAN FOLLOWING EXAMPLE OF OTHER 
UNNAMED EMBASSIES WHICH HIRED GABONESE TO FERRET OUT 
INFORMATION ON THEIR BEHALF (SAME ADVICE GIVEN TO 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS AT FAREWELL DINNER FOR AMBASSADOR 
MCKESSON AND REITERATED IN MEETING WITH CONGRESSMAN 
DIGGS); AND (B) REAFFIRMATION OF PRESIDENT S DESIRE TO 
HAVE AMERICAN COMPANIES COME TO GABON AND CONTRIBUTE TO 
COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (POINT MADE WITH EVEN 
GREATER FERVOR BY FONMIN OKUMBA DURING COURTESY CALL 
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PREVIOUS DAY). IN CONNECTION WITH LATTER, BONGO ASKED 
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SPECIFICALLY ABOUT STATUS OF FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK 
PLANS TO OPEN OFFICE IN LIBREVILLE AND GAVE FIRM ORDERS 
TO HAVE FINAL AUTHORIZATION EXPEDITED WHEN HE LEARNED 
THAT NECESSARY PAPERS HAD NOT YET BEEN SIGNED. 

3. PRESIDENT TOOK ADVANTAGE OF OCCASION TO REITERATE 
HIS HIGH REGARD FOR AMBASSADOR MCKESSON AND EXPRESSED 
REGRET AT LATTER'S DECISION TO LEAVE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE 
FOR PRIVATE SECTOR. 
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